The Minutes of the ISSOTL Business Meeting
July 5, 2007

4th annual

ISSOTL Conference

University of New South Wales

Sydney, Australia

PRESENT:  Officers:  Keith Trigwell and Mike Prosser, Presidents; Barbara Cambridge, Past President; Nancy Chick Communications Coordinator; Barbara Gayle, Treasurer; Lisa Kornetsky, Secretary; Mick Healey, Europe Regional VP; Nancy Randall, Canada Rional VP; Jennifer Robinson, US Regional VP, Kathy Takayama, Australasia Regional VP.  Members (attendance taken via attendance sheet):  Cheryl Albers, Tom Angelo, Helja Antola, Christine Asmar, Spencer Benson, Dan Bernstein, Sean Brawley, Angela Brent, Shaludita Chaudry, Robert Crow, John Dearn,  Jack Decker, Betsy Decyk, Lyn Goldberg, Nick Hammond, John Hodinott, Mary Huber,  Pat Hutchings, Edna Koritschoner, David H. Krause, Lin Langley, Adrian Lee, Susannah McGowan, Kathleen McKinney, Jan McLean, Alice Macpherson, Patty Payette, Gary Poole, Leah Shopkow, Rosanne Taylor, Bland Tomkinson, Anne Trapp, Dale Wache, John Webster, Chris Wensley.

The meeting was called to order at 12:40 pm with a welcome from Co-President Keith Trigwell and introductions.

Minutes from the November 2006 Business Meeting were distributed.  There was a motion to approve by Barbara Cambridge, Betsy Decyk seconded.  The Minutes were approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Barbara Gayle reported to members that our non-profit status has been achieved, and reported on ISSOTL funds.  She went over balances and the Society’s financial status.  The current balance is $43,940.01.  There were no questions.

Secretary’s Report:  We currently have 723 members in the Society.  42 are students, and 2 are retired/part time.  Lisa Kornetsky briefly reviewed the difficulties that we have had around maintaining a membership listserv and discussed the improvements that have been made in keeping track and communicating with membership.  There were no questions.
Committee Reports
Membership and Communications Committee:  Lisa Kornetsky updated membership on the work of the Committee around email announcements and finding ways to reach members with both Society news and information and other relevant opportunities.  Nancy Chick reminded members about the website and the Newsletter.
Vision and Planning:  Keith Trigwell reported that the Committee will be putting draft strategic aims in an article in the November ISSOTL Newsletter.  He will encourage members to read them carefully and respond with feedback.
Leadership and Elections Committee:  Barbara Cambridge reported on behalf of Craig Nelson and the Committee.  She reminded members of the purpose of the committee by reading from the By-Laws and the purple sheet distributed to members in their registration materials.  The election process was reviewed along with the results of our most recent election.  There are four positions open for election this year:  President-Elect, Vice-President Australasia, Vice-President Europe, and Secretary.  Members were encouraged to nominate individuals for these posts by contacting the Leadership and Elections Committee.  Voting will occur in March, 2008.  In the meantime, the committee will be working on full communication in contacting nominees and between the elected officers and the existing officers to allow for a smooth turnover.  The Committee will also be working to encourage individuals in the Society to move into leadership roles. 
Going Public Committee:  Jennifer Robinson read the Committee’s goals as published in the By-Laws.  She reminded members of the ISSOTL Policy Statement on External Affiliates and Internal Interest Groups.  Guidelines are available on our website.  A Historians group applied for affiliate status and was accepted by the Board with the understanding that, according to policy, it should be reviewed again in one year to evaluate the benefits to the Society.
Conferences and Convenings Committee:  Keith Trigwell stated that the major accomplishment of the group was this year’s conference.  He encourages people to come to Edmonton, Alberta for the 2008 conference and stated that the Committee is already working on that event.  The 2009 conference will be at Indiana University in the US, and 2010 in the UK.  There were two applications to host the 2010 conference and the decision will be made soon.   

Reports from Regional Vice Presidents

Kathy Takayama, Australasia:  Kathy announced that she is leaving for a new position in the US and introduced the two new regional Vice Presidents – Michelle Kofod and Jan McLean.  The report focused on this year’s conference with emphasis on the collaboration between institutions based in Sydney who worked together, specifically in terms of events with reciprocal attendance.  Kathy suggests this idea of contact with local organizations for partnerships, attendance, and support for future conference organizers.  There was a question about the possibility of publishing the proceedings of the conference.  That discussion is taking place in the Going Public Committee now and Society members who would like published proceedings should petition the committee for that service.
Nancy Randall, Canada:  Nancy reported on the support from the top for SoTL work in Canada.  There has been a huge increase in the number of participating institutions in the CASTL program.  A significant issue right now is the environment for ethics and human subjects review.  Studies are being rejected and this needs to be investigated.  Nancy’s longer report will be in the November Newsletter. 

Mick Healey, Europe:  Mick reported that the major issue is raising awareness and engagement from the European community.  He is working hard to reach beyond the UK to raise awareness of both the Society and conferences.  He reminds members that we will be putting together a flyer for recruiting new members.  This will be available for anyone to download off of the ISSOTL website soon.
Jennifer Robinson, US:  Jennifer reported on the momentum for SoTL in the US – from institutional initiatives to new journals.  The challenge for ISSOTL, she feels, is to stay at the center in conversations about sustainability, support for, and definition of the scholarship of teaching and learning so that any individual or institution will see connection as a benefit.  A large number of universities are connected to SoTL work through the CASTL program run by Carnegie.  The final meeting of that group will be immediately prior to the 2009 conference in Indiana which will, hopefully, build incentive for people to attend ISSOTL.
Questions/Comments

Keith Trigwell discussed the outcomes of the recent election.   He reported that Tom Angelo, President-Elect resigned on July 1st.  He spoke to the need to replace someone who leaves in the midst of a term.  The By-Laws allow the Board to name a President Elect. In this case, Jennifer Robinson will take on the duties of President-Elect until the next election.  The Past President and the current Presidents will remain in their positions for an additional year.  There will be an election for President-Elect in March, and members are encouraged to send nominations to the Elections Committee.

Barbara Cambridge asked members how we can get individuals to express interest in serving on committees.  How might we get the word out and garner interest?  At next year’s conference the Leadership and Elections Committee will have a bulletin board or table with volunteer opportunities made available.  People will be able to sign up.  Lynn Langley (Douglas College) suggested a brief job description and a list of duties/expectations.  These are available in the By-Laws, but we will work to make these more easily available to people.  Alice McPherson said that the duties are unclear and that serving on a committee seems like a big and ‘scary’ undertaking when reading about it on the website.  She suggested that we talk to people face to face and invite them to participate.  Jennifer Robinson gave the example of the current Ethics Subcommittee and mentioned that there will be another subcommittee on intellectual property.  These are additional, but short-term opportunities for leadership for members.  
Cheryl Albers (Buffalo State College) brought up the issue of conference venues.  Some of the membership really values having the conference in an academic setting rather then a hotel.  She suggests that we poll people on their preferences.  Keith Trigwell stated that we are working toward a balance of venues, but encourages that feedback.  Gary Poole, host of the Vancouver ISSOTL conference, stated that the conference couldn’t have happened on his campus due to size and logistics.  He asked whether the Society is working on a handbook for those organizing conferences in the future as this would be particularly useful.  The conversation then moved to conference pedagogy.  The Board and the Conferences and Convenings Committee are taking further steps to address both the issue of conference organization and conference pedagogy.  Keith Trigwell responded that we have been working on these topics through close contact between the Board and the conference organizer.  In the case of Edmonton, we are currently working with the host site.  Kathy Takayama stated that this issue was a driving factor in the organizing of the Sydney conference and that planning started by looking at the feedback from the Washington, DC conference.  
Angie Brent (University of Sydney) commended the Society on what has been achieved in such a short time.  She wondered, however, how we can bring in more representation from other parts of the world.  Is the intention to grow into new areas with new regional Vice Presidents and truly internationalize?  Barbara Cambridge reminded us that the By-Laws state that when there is a critical mass, there will be a new VP established for that region.  Having a conference in a particular part of the world allows us to draw new members (such as happened here in Australia).  She brought up the issue of finding ways to support individuals from under-represented countries.  Jennifer Robinson says that there will be some funding for this from Indiana University in 2009.  Barbara also mentioned the idea of adding something to the membership fee regarding sponsorship, and members at the meeting seemed to support this idea.  The Board is in favor of this in principle and is looking for the best way to do this in practice.
Leah Shopkow (Indiana University) wondered about the stability of membership.  You only have to be a member to present at the conference, but don’t need to join in order to attend.  She asked what is the percentage of people who come in and out.  Lisa Kornetsky stated that membership has remained fairly steady since the Vancouver conference.  Barbara Cambridge talked about the possibility of getting a graduate student to work on this data.  Lynn Langley reminded all of us of the need to bring graduate students into the Society.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:38 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Kornetsky

Secretary
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