ISSOTL Membership Meeting

October 19, 2010 
Arena and Convention Centre (Hall 3A)

Liverpool, UK

1. President’s Welcome
Jennifer Robinson welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for coming, and introduced Gary Poole, the current ISSOTL President.

Gary Poole thanked everyone for coming.  He thanked and praised Jennifer for her work for the society.

2. Approval of Minutes of 2009 ISSOTL Business Meeting 

Approval of the minutes was moved by Ross Peterson-Veatch and seconded by Dick Wiley.  The motion passed unanimously.

3. Treasurer’s Report

Barb Gayle presented the report.  Our goal is to put aside enough funds to fund an entire conference in case of a downturn.  In 2009, we took in $22,000 – this year we have taken in around $8000.  Last year, we earned about $28,000 from the conference.  Right now, we have about $159,000 in our reserves, pending the settling up from the conference for this year.

4. Reports – Committees 

a. Conferences and Convenings

Gary Poole did the report of the Conferences and Convenings committee.  In 2011, we will be in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  For the next few years, we have expressions of interest that we are pursuing.  We will be following up with people who have expressed these interests and get formal proposals.  The interest is widespread.

One of the big questions is “where can we go?”  In some places, we will get large numbers and do well financially.  In other areas, we might have smaller conferences that will make less money, but will spread the work and reach out to many other parts of the world.  We think about conferences, then, not in terms of one year, but in terms of a block of multiple years – some that will raise money, some that will push us into new areas.
b. Membership and Communications

Jeff Bernstein reported on the Membership side.  He discussed interest groups and encouraged people to join existing groups and/or to form their own interest groups.  He offered to help interested people with the process of forming a group.

 Jeff also thanked and acknowledged Libby Hogan, ISSOTL Administrator, for her work in helping the society move into membership that works over a twelve-month period.

Nancy Chick discussed the various ways that ISSOTL communicates with members, and allows members to communicate with each other.  These include the newsletter, Facebook and both listservs the Association runs.

c. Leadership and Elections

Jennifer Robinson reported that four positions are open this year – President-Elect, VP-Europe and VP-Australasia, as well as Secretary.  If you are interested in these roles, or if there is someone you wish to encourage to serve in these roles, please consider sending suggested candidate names to Jen Robinson or to any member of the Leadership and Elections committee.  We will do several more mailings to solicit names by November 15.  The committee will then put together a slate of nominees for elections that will be held in the winter.

We are also adding a new set of awards for student presentations – one for undergraduates, one for graduate students.  We need to develop the criteria and the logistics for it – if you are interested in being involved, talk to Jen.  We would like a student for that committee as well.
d. Going Public

Tony reported for the committee.  The committee has come up with a framework document that discusses ways in which we can go public.  One exciting development is a potential new journal, tentatively entitled Expanding the Commons: The Journal of the International Society of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  We will put out a call for editors and invite potential editors to put forward applications showing their philosophy for what the journal should look like.  Interested people can contact any member from the Going Public committee.
e. Visioning and Planning
Randy Bass (who is not yet at the conference) chairs this committee.  There is no report at the present time.

5. Reports – Regions

Gary noted that there is no Australasian VP right now.  This is a big hole in the organization that we need to address, since there is certainly a lot of very good work going on there.
a. Canada

Elaine Van Melle did the Canada report. It has been a good year in Canada.  Earlier this year, we had a forum, hosted by Richard Gale, at Mount Royal, with over 100 people attending.  It was a very successful session – the follow-up will be in May 2011, focusing on assessment and SOTL.

A second big event was the release of the book, Taking Stock, which brings together research on teaching and how it brings together teaching and student learning. 

In the past year, we have also launched the Canadian Journal of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  It will focus on develops in SOTL in Canada.
While this report has focused on national events, we continue to acknowledge meaningful contributions taking place on individual campuses.  

b. Europe

Joelle Fanghanel reported on a conference in Stockholm, Sweden, organized by SWEDNET (the Swedish version of SOTL) that brought together over 600 delegates.  It shows the extent to which SOTL is thriving in many parts of Europe.  Joanna Renc-Roe organized some interesting programs in Hungary, in parts of Europe that we rarely reach.  Joelle urges people from Europe to write a report for the newsletter and capture what is happening in their areas.  
We also had a good London SOTL Conference this past year.  There is a Europe meeting late this afternoon at 6:30 in Room 12.  This is a good time to come together and share experiences and to hear about forthcoming events.

c. United States

Tony reported on events in the US.  He referred to the VP report in the ISSOTL newsletter.  Right now, the CASTL program has come to an end, and now the shift is to lots of work taking place on campuses.  Some of the former CASTL groups have become ISSOTL interest groups, and we encourage groups to continue doing that.  This distributed leadership model is an important one in the United States right now.

6. Call for Participation

Gary thanked the Board members who will step down – Joelle and Jeff.  There are, however, a large number of capable people, and we look forward to welcoming new members to the Board.  We had a very good meeting yesterday – thanks to the Board members for their energy during the long meeting, especially people who came straight to the meeting from the airport.

Gary talked about how we can engage our members in the kinds of participation we offer.  Some of these opportunities include the following.
a. Upcoming survey of members

We are going to survey the members around the general umbrella of why you belong to the society, what you get out of the society, and what you want to get out of the society.  We urge you to help us by completing the survey.

b. Call for editor of journal

We are excited about the new journal.  We will put out a call for an editor, or a team of editors.  It is an opportunity to not only edit a journal, but to help shape it as well.

c. Call for conference liaison

We are going to create a position that performs this job – it will have a different title.  We see this as analogous to editing the journal.  We want this position to communicate with the people hosting the conferences to give them support, and to help shape the work of the conferences.  We will send out a call for this.

d. Coordinator for best presentation awards

Jennifer mentioned this – we need someone to help get this off the ground.  Someone would have the opportunity to shape the nature of these awards.  We hope they will encourage more people to attend.

e. Newsletter 

Gary reemphasized Nancy’s call for material for the newsletter.  We need this newsletter to have sustainability.

7. Upcoming ISSOTL Conference – 2011 in Milwaukee!

Next year, from Liverpool to Milwaukee.  Gary invited Renee Myers to talk a little bit about the conference.  Renee encouraged everyone to consider attending.  Renee is co-chairing the conference with Tony.  The conference theme is “Transforming the Academy through the Theory and Practice of SOTL.”  The website will be up soon, and everyone here should have a postcard.

Plenary speakers next year will be (1) Dan Bernstein; (2) Sherry Linkon and Torgny Roxa; (3) Keith Trigwell and Peter Felton; and (4) Mary Huber, Pat Hutchings and Tony Ciccone. 

The conference will be at the Hilton in downtown Milwaukee, with a couple of receptions.  We will have two receptions, including one at the Harley-Davidson Museum.

8. Questions/Comments from the Floor

Nancy pointed out the Beatles song “When I’m 64” in honor of the 64th birthday of Dan Bernstein.

Keith played a snippet of “Help” to encourage people to put their names forward for the Leadership and Elections.

9. Adjournment
Gary once again thanked everyone for attending.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey L. Bernstein

Secretary
